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Pumping Must Stop
Going Into Sewers

No one would suggest that
any Havana residents stop
pumping water from their base-
ments, but residents of East
Main Street, East Adams Street
and Shawgo Avenue are being
asked to direct their pumps into
their own yards and not directly
into city sewers.

If they don’t they could end
up plugging their own sewers
with sand, backing sewage up
into their own basements from
the combined sanitary and
storm sewers.

The city of Havana has spent
more than $12,000 running tele-
vision cameras in the sewers
there which have become
clogged with the “sugar sand”
that is being pumped into them
with the water.

An estimated $23,000 to
$24,000 has also been spent lin-
ing eight of eleven sewers, and
nearly $60,000 worth of addi-
tional television inspection and
lining has been recommended.

The city will employ an
inspector to make sure none of
the 60 homes on the Main-Shaw-
go-Adams loop is pumping into
the sewer, “or we'll be right back
in the muck” said a city official.

Mayor Allan McNeil told
council members Tuesday night
the city may be able to turn the
bills over to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA), but the city cannot get
approval until a FEMA inspector
makes a visit here.

That could take time since
there are only one or two inspec-
tors in the state at this time,
McNeil said.

It also takes time to get
money from FEMA. McNeil
announced that the City of
Havana has just received their
first check from the federal
agency, representing 90% of the
expenses Havana submitted.
The check for $48,900 covered
emergency flood response activi-
ties by the city up to October 22,
the cut off date set by FEMA.
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Since the fateful night of
September 14-15 what to do
about “Sand” Lake has been a
constant question for local offi-
cials, whose first action was to
give it a more acceptable name
than the derogatory slang term
it was commonly known by.

Long discussed was a pro-
posed ditch - some called it a
channel - that would be used to
control how deep Sand Lake
would be allowed to get before it
overflowed into a spillway to
the Illinois River.

Last week the ad hoc flood
committee voted to recommend
to the Mason County Board
that they step back and re-eval-
uate their their flood mitigation
plans, and suspend, for the
time being, their efforts to
obtain a grant for the Sand
Lake ditch project.

Countless hours and innu-
merable meetings have been
held, and the committee’s deci-
sion was not made lightly.

Among the items they took
under consideration were:

1. Do something. There is a
perception in the area that
“somebody should do some-
thing”. Lack of any tangible
action creates the perception
that the area is vulnerable to
another disaster and is unsuit-
able for future development.

2. Engineering costs.
Mason County has already
incurred over $50,000 in engi-
neering costs during the flood,
some of which has been reim-
bursed. The flood control project
has cost over $7,800 so far, and
is projected to cost a minimum .
total of $25,000. This figure
could go anywhere from
$50,00 to $100,000, depending
on the environmental, permit
and mitigation costs. If the
grant is not awarded, all such
costs would have to be borne by
the county.

3. 404 Permit. A good por-
tion of the up-front engineering
costs would be related to
obtaining a 404 permit which
deals with environmental and

wetlands issues. Environ-
mental Science and Engi-
neering (ESE) of Peoria has
cautioned that such a per-
mit is not a certainty and
would be difficult to
obtain, at best. Of the
anticipated 230 man-
hours expected to be
used to complete the
planning and presenta-
tion of the Economic
Development Grant, 130
of them would be devoted to
the 404 permit alone.

4. Basement de-watering.
One of the desired results of
any project has been relief
from flooded basements. Both
ESE and the State Water Sur-
vey engineers have advised
local officials that neither
lowering Sand Lake or a
ditch as proposed would
have any significant
impact on the water level
in basements more than
a few hundred feet from
Sand Lake. They have
also maintained that such
a project would have
very limited, if any,
impact on other
areas of
pooled

“"d

the east of
Sand Lake.
Time constraints

on the grant and jurisdiction-
al questions prohibit a more
comprehensive drainage
approach for eastern Havana on
this grant.

5. Open ditch through

/. city. Some have raised con-
’éxcerns of safety, mainte-

nance, sanitation, and
unsightliness of an open
channel through a resi-
dential area. Changing
the plans at this point
to even a scaled back
volume using 36-inch
¥ pipe rather than an
open ditch would add to
both the initial engineer-
ing costs and the total
project costs. Even a
scaled back project would
require the same 404 per-
mitting.

6. Right of Way
acquisition. This would
be difficult in those areas
where the owner opposes
the project. There is
also an environmen-

tal issue of poten-

tial contamination

since much of the

route has been

involved in commer-

cial use for many
years.

7. Local

cost share.

20% of

the
project must

be funded locally. This

may be eligible for reimburse-
ment through the Department
of Commerce and Community
Affairs (DCCA). If this source
does not come through, as much
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as $600,000 may have to be
raised through local property
taxes on Havana Township. A
tax rate of .25% would raise
$110,000 in Havana Township
and cost the owner of a $60,000
home $50.

8. Cost versus benefit.The
Sand Lake feasibility study
identifies “doing nothing” with
Sand Lake other than sand bag-
ging in the event of severe
flooding as being the most cost-
effective alternative by a mar-
gin of more than 15 to 1. A
scaled back project would have
a very narrow threshold of ben-
efits. No benefit would occur
until water in Sand Lake
reached the spillway level. If a
significant rainfall occurred
after reaching this point, ESE
estimates that the lake would
overflow toward the city even
with the smaller spillway in
place. Every expert consulted
on this project has agreed that
the only significant benefit from
such a project would be a
degree of control over Sand
Lake surface flooding. No relief
from flooded basements or
ground water flooding in areas
away from Sand Lake would be
realized.

9. Question of chance.

The chances of being a
successful grant appli-
cant may be hampered

@ by the fact that much of

s the detailed planning
for the project, envi-
ronmental permit
issues, and right of
way acquisition
remain in question.
10. Wasted effort.
Community Action and Mason
County have expended consid-
erable time, effort and
resources in developing plans
and the grant application to
this point. Much of this effort
will have been wasted if the
project is abandoned or placed
on hold at this point.
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